Participate in a class
discussion to preview the
content of this lesson.

Vocabulary

miner
entrepreneur
foreigner

tax

claim
prospector
lode
boomtown

Academic
Vocabulary

discover
individual
erode

Unlock | will know how the Gold Rush affected Califorp,
The ﬁ@ its people, and the world. i

@ucsfion

Jumpstart Activity

Play a class game in which someone thinks of an
exciting bit of news and whispers it to a classmate.
Then, that classmate whispers it to someone else,
and so on until everyone in the class has received the

news. How fast does the news travel to everyone in
your class?

Gold miners came to the American River near Sacramento to
mine for gold. They brought picks, shovels, and pans.




i 1 R4R California changed forever. That was the year gold
wis d!‘u“"‘"-“‘ at a place near Sacramento Soon, thousands
of gold miners rushed to California from all over the world
Miners are people who dig in the ground for minerals and
metals, like gold. For newcomers and those who already lived

in California, life would never be the same again

the Discovery of Gold

james Marshall was a carpenter. He was hired by John

Sutter to build a new sawmill in Coloma, California, next to
the American River. You have already read about John Sutter,
the immigrant from Switzerland who built Sutter’s Fort. On
january 24, 1848, Marshall was checking the progress on

the sawmill when he looked down into the water and saw

a small, shiny rock. Sutter tested the tiny nugget and found
that it was gold. Gold was a valuable metal in those days,

as it is today.

Sutter did not want Marshall to tell anyone that gold
had been discovered. Sutter swore Marshall and other
employees to secrecy, but the secret soon got out. As the news
spread, people rushed to Sutter’s Fort. They ruined Sutter’s
land and stole his cattle. Sutter never benefitted from the

discovery of gold.

Samuel Brannan was an entrepreneur. An entrepreneur
is someone who starts a new business. He ran a general store
what is now Sacramento, near the spot where the gold
discovered. Brannan saw the discovery of gold as an
rtunity. He ran through the streets of San Francisco with
e of gold dust for proof, telling everyone about the
ery. Brannan wanted people to come to find gold so
would buy their tools and equipment from him.

the end of 1849, word of the discovery spread and
sands of people from around the world rushed to
ifornia seeking gold. These gold seekers became known as

ly-niners because of the year, 1849.

Reading Check [EEE Evidence From Text Identify and
derline two facts about Samuel Brannan.

(Y88 431 433 474 442
FLA L AA PIAL MAD PIAD
AR PFAA

& | WTERACTIVITY

Explors the key ideas of

this lesson

Academic Vocabulary

discover * v., to find
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This poster from
1848 is advertising

a trip aboard a fast
boat called a clipper.
Clippers took people
from New York to San
Francisco during the
Gold Rush.
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Primary Source

News of Gold Spreads

During the first summer of the Gold Rush in 1848,

of the miners were either Colifornios of California frg,

paid 10 work for them, here were also some Caﬂfom
Indians mining for themselves. People from Sonorg, in
northern Mexico, were also among the first miners,
Sonorans were already experienced miners. Americgn
Luropean sallors who arrived in San Francisco left thejy

ships and went to look for gold.

A ship carrying California gold reached a port in Chile. . A
country in South America, in August 1848. Chileans
finding ways to sail to California. Some sold all they owneq
to afford travel, while others paid by working on the ship,
As more ships carried the news of gold around the Pacifie
Ocean, gold seekers came from Austraila. Ships brought
news of a “gold mountain” to China, and the first Chinese
miners arrived in San Francisco in 1848. Europeans came
as well. Of course, Americans came too, traveling by the
routes you read about in the last lesson.

By 1849, more than 80,000 people had rushed to
California in search of gold. This big increase in the
population created new problems that California’s
government was not prepared to handle. Crime and violent
conflict became common,.
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Remember that the United States had recently taken 2 Reading Check @
- Californi S . . }
control of La]}:t\ llr11|a, American miners claimed that this Identify and underline one
'S 3 '
meant the} h 2 L~benem most from the gold discovery. They way that the government
did not like that miners were coming from other countries. treated foreign miners

Americans mistreated foreigners, or people from other differently.

countries. They forced foreign miners to leave, attacking
and robbing those who refused.

California’s government treated foreign miners differently
from Americans. It began charging a foreign miners’ tax
in 1850. A tax is money paid to a government. Anyone who
was not an American had to pay $20 a month to mine for
gold. A second tax of $3 per month was passed in 1852.
It was aimed at Chinese miners.

American miners used violence against foreign miners.
They attacked Spanish-speaking miners from Mexico and
Chile. They burned down the houses of Chinese miners, and
killed some. As a result of all this, Chinese miners left the
mines and began working other jobs. Thousands of Mexican
miners returned to their homes because of unfair treatment.

Life as a Miner

As soon as miners arrived, they would “stake their claim.”
A claim is an official right to own something, such as an
area of land. Miners had the right to mine for gold on their
claim. Miners were also called prospectors. A prospector is
someone who looks for a natural resource.

Searching for gold was hard, physical work. Miners
wrote of moving large rocks for hours, digging in dirt, and
wading in ice-cold streams all day. They had to use heavy
shovels and picks. They lost fingernails and had their fingers
crushed.

Panning is one way of finding gold buried in the dirt
beneath a river. Miners would scoop up dirt and water
from the river in a flat-bottomed pan and swirl it around.
The heavier gold would stay in the bottom of the pan and

everything else would wash over the side.

Today, tourists can learn how to
pan for gold, just like the Gold
Rush miners did.
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Root Words Root words

can help you understand
unfamiliar words. For
example, the root of the
word hydraulic is hydr- which
means “water.” Can you
think of another word with
this root? Hint: where does a
firefighter get the water used
to put out a fire?

Academic Vocabulary

individual « adj., single,
separate

<M (v Reading Check

Underline and identify the

impact of hydraulic mining

on the environment.
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ers got rich. Some miners ended up with just
a pinch of gold dust. A “pinch” was what a persor'x coulq
squeeze between their thumb and forefinger. [?urmg the
Rush, miners paid for things using gold. If a miner was ..
enough to have found gold nuggets, shopkeepers useq Squé
to weigh them.

A lode is a deposit of gold or other metal or minerq) ‘
trapped in rock. A large area rich in minerals is called q
mother lode. There was an important mother lode that rqp,
through the Sierra Nevada. '

Hydraulic mining became popular in the 1850s, espedﬂlli i
in the mother lode area. This was a way of mining under
mountains using water from rivers and streams. Large areqs
could be mined quickly with fewer miners this way, but it
ruined farmland, rivers, and streams.

Few min

Prospectors could pan for gold by themselves or in small
groups. But it took big companies with lots of money to set up
hydraulic mines. Individual miners could not compete with
them. Some of these frustrated miners simply went home when
they realized they were not going to get rich. Some were unable
to leave California because they could not afford to travel. Some
stayed because they found other opportunities.

Mojave

EXICO




San Francisco grew rapidly
during the Gold Rush and

The Gold Rush brought sudden wealth to California, and to its  was a busy, bustling city by
major cities in particular. However, California’s economy was not ~ 1849.
ready to meet the needs of thousands of newcomers.

Cities and the Economy Grow

Entrepreneurs Profit q‘,est Connections
The miners needed everything from mining supplies to tents, Study the picture

food, and clothing. California did not have enough of everything of San Francisco.

to go around. Prices rose, and miners ended up spending much In what ways

does it show how
California changed
because of the

Entrepreneurs saw an opportunity. They started new businesses Gold Rush?
to support the miners. They opened restaurants and hotels, and
produced and sold supplies and clothing. Levi Strauss, a German

of what they earned to pay for their supplies. For example, a
dozen eggs might cost $90 in today’s dollars!

Jewish immigrant, did not strike it rich as a gold miner. But his o
tough denim pants with metal rivets were very big sellers with B ST ot ]
the miners. His company’s jeans are still popular today! | Gold Rush era. ‘

R B —————

San Francisco: The Golden Gate

Even before the Gold Rush, John C. Fremont named the
entrance to San Francisco Bay the “golden gate” because he saw
the bay as “a golden gate to trade” with countries in Asia across
Pacific Ocean. That was in July of 1846.
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28 (W Reading Check

Turn to a partner
and discuss how
Sacramento changed
during the Gold Rush.

This photo shows a way
the Gold Rush impacted
California’s environment.
Trees were cut down for
lumber and to make room
for mining camps.

ncisco was still a small village with 800
d it into a city alm
. aiecovery of gold turneé ot
people. The dlst‘?:’:/ Zs the main port for travelers C°ming(,'y b
lled up with people from q]] over
{1849, it had 25,000 people,

In 1847, San fra

overnight. Since
ship to the gold fields, it fi
the world. By December 0 .
San Francisco during the Gold Rush wacs; a C:)tly dotteq
with shacks and tents instead of houses. Gambling hOUs%’
nd hotels made plenty of money, so these
ers. Politicians and law
trol over crime and the

restaurants, a
buildings were nicer than oth

enforcement tried to gain con
growing population.

Sacramento: Supply Center :
In 1841, John Sutter built his fort in what is now

Sacramento. But the city did not exist at that time. It was
founded in 1849, fueled by the Gold Rush. Miners stoppeq
there to buy supplies as they went into the mother lode
area. The economy grew as stores, hotels, and warehouses
for supplies were built. Because the city was located on the
American and Sacramento Rivers, supplies could be sent

easily by boat.

Negative Effects of the
Gold Rush

While a few newcomers to
California grew rich from the Gold
Rush, Northern California’s Indians
suffered. Natural resources that
provided food and shelter were
ruined by mining. Miners forced
Indians from their homes. If they
refused to leave their land, miners
burned down their homes and even
killed them. Some Indians fought
back and raided mining towns and
settlements.
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1n 1850, California passed the Indenture Act. An
mden'““‘d person is forced to work for someone else for a
it P("'"“‘ of time. Under this act, California Indians, mostly

yound [-’(‘“l‘k" were forced to work for landowners.

About 100,000 Indians lived in California in 1848 when
the Gold Rush started. By 1860, only about 30,000 Indians
were left in California. Many died from disease and
starvation. Most died from violent attacks.

The Gold Rush hurt the environment. Hydraulic mining
eroded large areas, turning mountainsides into stones,
sand, and mud. These were carried down into valleys by erode » v., to gradually destroy
melting snow. Rivers and streams became clogged and

lluted. Flooding became a serious problem, hurting
farmers. Fish that lived in the rivers died.

Academic Vocabulary

Miners needed lumber to build camps, to set up mines,
and to build up cities and towns. They cut down trees in the
Central Valley to get what they needed.

5. [CAEELIL R Y Fill in the chart by identifying the
effects of the Gold Rush.

Effects of the Gold Rush

Effects

San Francisco

California Indians

the environment
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Biddy Mason was a
successful entrepreneur.

i Stagecoaches were an
important way for people to
travel and communicate.

Gender During the Gold Rush

Most of the forty-niners were mern, but women came t,
California, too. At this time, many jobs were usually done -
only by men. But because so many mern were involved j,
mining, women in California often did these jobs, Women
mined, owned businesses, and became entrepreneurs,

Sarah Royce came to California in 1849 by wagon tminw( :
her husband and two-year-old daughter. When they Qrriveq
in California, they were unable to make money from minjn,
and struggled. Royce became a school teacher and pub“Shed
a book called A Frontier Lady based on a diary she kept, ‘

Biddy Mason was an entrepreneur. She was an enslaveq
African American born in Mississippi. She moved to Callfomln 1
in 1851 and won her freedom there in 1856, She worked i
as a nurse and eventually became one of the first African
American women to own land in Los Angeles. She became
wealthy and used her money to help the poor, She helped
found Los Angeles’s first African American church,

One person who was born female but lived as a man,
worked as a stagecoach driver. Charley Parkhurst was one of
the best stagecoach drivers in the business and was well-known
throughout California. Stagecoaches are a type of wagon |
used to carry passengers, goods, or mail. Parkhurst survived
more than one robbery and even killed a thief. After drivinga
stagecoach for almost 30 years, Parkhurst died in 1879.

In 1849, Louise Clapp and her husband moved to San
Francisco. They lived in two very rough mining camps that

grew quickly into boomtowns.
Boomtowns are towns that suddenly -
grow because of new businessand
population. Very few women lived
in boomtowns. Clapp wrote letterste -
her sister describing her life thatare -
still important to historians. '
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Another woman whose writing is considered a
valuable historical resource is Maria Angustias de
ja Guerra. She was a Californio who lived through
the Mexican-American War and the Gold Rush. In

Occurrences in Hispanic California, she describes her
experiences during these years.

Pl (¥ Reading Ceck Imagine you are going to interview
awoman who lived during the Gold Rush. Identify
questions you have about what it was like to live during
the Gold Rush. Then turn to a partner and ask them

The writings of Maria Angustias
de la Guerra have helped
people learn more about life
during the Gold Rush.

Check your understanding
of the key ideas of this
lesson.

(@ Lesson 2 Check

(9 HSS 4.3.3, 4.4.2 ELARI.4.1, R14.2,
RI.4.3, RF.4.4

7. Distinguish Fact From Fiction Re-read the section called
“Life as a Miner.” Identify one fact about a miner's daily life.

8. Evaluate whether the Gold Rush was a positive or negative event for California. Cite
facts to support your answer.

9. Understand the (*]T23 AZ2XS0am Describe one event that happened during the Gold

Rush era that changed California.
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| Participate in a class
; discussion to preview the

| content of this lesson.
St T

Vocabulary

stock
depression
unemployed
migrant worker
drought

Academic
Vocabulary

represent
Ccreate

Unlock | will know how the Great Depression and
The BIG the Dust Bow! affected life in California.

lumpstart Activity

Look at this picture, which shows what life was like |
during the Great Depression. Write three worqs on _
index cards or small pieces of paper to describe what
you see. Share with a partner and discuss the wgrds
you both wrote. Write a caption for the photo using
some of the words you and your partner wrote down,




in the early 1900s, California’s industries grew. Businesses
boomed across the country. In fact, the 1920s are sometimes
called the Roaring Twenties, because of how much businesses
grew durinQ this period. People had more money to spend on
—ew inventions, such as radios, telephones, cars, and more.

ey also had money to go to movies and dance halls. But this

periOd of good times came crashing to an end in 1929. What
happened? How did it all go wrong?

The Stock Market Crashes

puring the 1920s, some Americans bought and sold stocks,
which are shares or portions of ownership in a company.
people buy stocks and then if the company does well, they can
sell the stock at a higher price. The stock market is the system
through which stocks are bought and sold.

In California, many farm workers and their families lived in
camps like this one during the Great Depression.

Duss 445,449
Analysis CST.4, RE.1, HI.3
ELARI4.3, RL4.7

Explore the key ideas of
this lesson.




This California newspaper
reported on the 1929 stock
market crash like most
newspapers in the country.

1. |4 L ke =4 Analyze the graph. Circle

the year with the highest unemployment. Talk
with a partner about what caused such high

unemployment.

Unemployed Americans,
1929-1939

Percent of
Unemployed Workers

oy et ' ‘ e

1929 1931 1933 1935 1937 1939
Years

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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in October 1929, the stock market
crashed. Prices dropped sharply and
quickly. people rushed to sell stocks t}
no longer had any value. This crash|
the Great Depression. A depression
a period of time when business activity
slows down.

In California and across the coun
banks and businesses closed after the
stock market crashed. People lost thei,
jobs and became unemployed, or
without a job. The unemployment rat
a measure of unemployed workers, ro:
Many people lost their savings and co
not pay back loans. This led to even m
businesses closing and more workers
losing their jobs. Many Americans lost
their homes and farms. The hard times
became worse and worse.

The Great Depressionin
California |

California’s workers suffered during
the Great Depression. Many lost their
jobs. Some Californians blamed the hard
times on immigration. ‘

Many government officials and non-
immigrant workers believed immigrants
were taking the few jobs that were
available. They also believed the
government should not spend money ﬁ
helping poor immigrants. The state had
many large farms that hired migrant
workers, or people who move from
place to place for work. Many Mexican
and Filipino immigrants had come
to California to find jobs as migrant
farm workers.
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Citizens protest against unemployment during the Great Depression.

The federal government worked with state governments to
force some 1 million Mexicans and Mexican Americans to leave
for Mexico in the 1930s, including 400,000 from California.
The children of Mexican immigrants, who were United States
dtizens, were deported along with their parents. In 2005, the
government of California issued an apology for the illegal
removal of Mexican Americans in the state during the Great
Depression.

In 1935, Congress passed the Filipino Repatriation Act. It
paid for the transportation of Filipinos in the United States
back to the Philippines.

During this period, migrant workers, including Mexicans
and Filipinos, fought against discrimination. They
participated in strikes. As the Depression worsened, unions,

such as the Teamsters, grew and became more successful.
Unions are organizations of workers that represent their Academic Vocabulary

members. They argue for higher wages and better working represent ¢ v., to speak for
conditions. In the 1930s, the Teamsters represented mostly e o

truck drivers delivering goods for companies.
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Academic Vocabulary

Families from Dust Bowl states
moved west to find jobs and a

The Dust Bowl

In the mid-1930s, much of the Great Plains region in the
middle of the country vxpori('n(wl a terrible d"““ght, Ord _
time of very little rain. The drought created serious problem,
for farmers in Oklahoma, Kansas, and neighboring states,
Without rain, the topsoil, or top layer of soil, quickly drjeq
out. When winds blew across dry farmlands, that topsoj]
blew away and led to huge dust storms. Dust filled the qjr
and settled in thick layers on farms and even inside homes.
Farmers could no longer grow Crops. The area affected by
these dust storms became known as the Dust Bowl.

Primary Source

“The land just blew away; we had to go somewhere.”

-Kansas preacher, June 1936

A dust storm strikes on the Great Plains

gy 53
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2. ICAEELIL RS Y Study the map. Which parts of
california did people migrate to during the Dust Bowl?

Many farmers in the Dust Bowl area left to find new jobs
and homes. By 1940, more than 2 million people had moved
out of the Great Plains. About 200,000 of them moved to
California to find work on farms and in cities. Whole families

cked up and migrated, looking for a new start. They faced

 times. Many did not receive a warm welcome when
hey arrived. Many could find jobs only as migrant workers.
were paid very little money for the cotton or fruit that
icked. Many migrant workers lived in shacks with no

ing and few comforts.

O

Qllest Connections

How do you think
children who
moved to California
because of the
Dust Bowl might
have felt? Share
your response with
a partner.

Study the map and
historical photo to learn
about a family responding
to the challenges of the
Dust Bowl.
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Murals painted by the
WPA often focused

on work and the
economy, like this
image of farm workers
at Coit Tower in San
Francisco.

The New Deal

In 1932, Americans elected Franklin Delano Roosevelt as
the new president. He worked to er.ld the Great Depressjop,
He started new government agencies and programs to Create
jobs and improve the economy- Together, thesle New agencjey
programs, and laws were called the New Deal.

The largest New Deal program was called t.he Works
Progress Administration, or WPA. The WPA hired more thqp
8 million workers to build dams, bridges, rogds, par.ks, and
airports across the country. The WPA als? h'lred O‘rtlsts, Some
painted murals on the walls of public buildings, like the ope
shown on this page.

You have already learned about two New Deal projects
that helped California, the Central Valley Project and the
Hoover Dam. Many dams, canals, and reservoirs were built
as part of the Central Valley Project. They provided water
for farms, homes, and factories. The project employed
many people. It let farmers grow more crops and farm in
new areas. The Central Valley Project played a key role in
California’s economic recovery.
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3 Thousands of workers helped bujlq the Hoover
in these years. The Hoover Dam includes

4 major power plant that turns waterpower into
lectricity. Although it is on the Nevada/Arizonq
order, it provides electricity for [ os Angeles,

266 miles away. The Hoover Dam Project is an
example of how the nation worked to overcome
the challenges of the Great Depression.

3. (AR E Y Summarize Discuss with

a partner tl:e paRose of the New Deal. Why did Artists created posters to advertise New
president Roosevelt start it? Deal programs and projects, such as this ‘
poster attracting tourists to California.

Check your understanding li

(¥ Lesson 2 Check O Hss 4.4.5, 2.4.9 Analysis HL.1, HI.3

ELA RI.4.3 of the key ideas of this jf
: lesson. il
4. Cause and Effect How did the Great Depression affect life in California and the

United States?

. Summarize What did Steinbeck write about in his novel The Grapes of Wrath? What
might you learn from reading his novel? i

derstand the (#7125 AZ0nEa 000 Based on what you have learned, why did Dust
| Farmers move to California?
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